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1. I met today privately with Thieu to discuss Preadent*s 
proposals for diplomatic initiative directed toward negotiated 
settlement in Indo-China. I began by referring to previous 
discussions Thieu and I had had about the possibilities for for 
ward movement in &bk. Paris HSSgE&ssEtfiREs: and recalled that both 
he and Vice President Ky had felt that, because of the significant 
change in the strength of our side in relation to that of the other 
side, we were in an advantageous position to undertake initiatives. 
Both he and Ky had suggested that the time might be appropriate 
to advance proposals even though neither of them was of the 
opinion that the chances of acceptance by the other side were 
good. 
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2. I said that President Nixon, too, thinks the time is opportune 
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and therefore wishes to undertake an initiative consisting of 
four interrelated proposals, I outlined and explained each of 
these proposals in the detail set forth in reftel, 

3, Following my presentation, the first point that came up 
for discussion was that of prisoners of war, I asked him 


specifically if the release of all prisoners posed a problem for 
him. He said there would be no difficulty on this subject if the 
release of prisoners was part of a package involving the settle- 
ment of the war. He said he believed that the other side, con- 
vinced of the high importance we attach to prisoners, would not 
agree to their release except as part of an overall settlement, 

4, In discussing what the proposal will and will not encompass, 
I emphasized that we will continue to adhere to and be guided by 
our fundamental objective of self-determira tion for the people 
of South Viet-Nam. Our initiative will not repeat not entail 
any proposals concerning internal political arrangements for 

South Viet-Nam which we have always considered and continue 
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to consider a matter for the South Vietnamese people to deter- 
mine. Therefore no elements of coalition government, "peace 
cabinet”, or other internal political proposals w>uld be involved 
in our initiative. While this seemed reassuring to him, he asked 
how we conceived an approach would be made to the settlement 
of those aspects not included in the proposed initiative. Would 
we, for example, assume that parallel meetings would occur 
in which the warring factions of each of the three Indo-Chinese 
states would meet separately in an attempt to achieve a resolu- 
tion of their internal political problems? This question 


was m 


part rhetorical and represented, I believe, an attempt to clarify 
in his own mind how the scenario for a negotiated solution of 
all relevant issues might evolve. .He went on to observe that 
what we are now suggesting is an entirely new proposal for 
ending the war in inxiasSx Indo- China by undertaking to resolve 
in one package all outstanding issues except for internal political 
problems which would be worked out separately by each of the 
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three countries. / Thieu asked whether the international con 


ference to be held would simply involve the addition of Laos 
and Cambodia to the Paris talks, or if we anticipate including 
at the outset other countries who would be able to guarantee 
the peace. He said he thought that the first Step might be a 
simple extension of the present Paris talks to include Laos and 
Cambodia. 


6. I said that President Nixon desires to make this initiative 


public at the end of September or early October and will want 

to state that it has the general endorsement of the Governments 

of Viet-Nam, Laos and Cambodia. I said we expect to make 

approaches to Lon Nol and Souvanna Phouma in the near future, 

but, aside from these two men, we do not intend to disclose our 

intentions to any others at this point, I said the President 

therefore asked that for the time being he keep this information 

entirely to himself. Of course we appreciated that he may have 

to have some preparatory discussions on the subject with other 
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GVN leaders and asked for an indication as to how much time 


he would require and with what individuals he might need to 


talk. 

7. He said he first wanted a few days to think through the im- 
plications of our proposal and suggested we meet again the 
afternoon of Friday the 18th. 
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